
Highway 61 Planning and
Preliminary Design Study from

Arthur Street to Loch Lomond Road

Public Information Centre No. 2

October 5, 2023

Please sign in and take a comment sheet at the front desk, thank-you. 

Should you have any questions please talk to the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) or 
Consultant Project Manager. 

Additional information regarding the study is available on the project website at 
www.MTOHighway61.com.



Welcome

Welcome to the second Public Information Centre (PIC) meeting for the Preliminary Design and Environmental 

Assessment (EA) Study for Highway 61 from 0.5 km south of Arthur Street to 0.5 km south of Loch Lomond Road. 

The purpose of the second PIC is to provide interested stakeholders, Indigenous communities, and the public an 

opportunity to review and comment on the evaluation of the alternatives and the technical recommendations.  
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The Study Area will consider two 

distinct sections:

Part A: From 0.5 km south of Arthur 

Street to Chippewa Road.

Part B: From Chippewa Road to 0.5 

km south of Loch Lomond Road.



Land Acknowledgement

“The proposed project is located on lands traditionally occupied by 
Indigenous people. We acknowledge the Anishnaabeg of the 
Robinson Superior Treaty area, the community of Fort William 
First Nation, and would like to show respect for the long history of 
First Nations and the Métis in Ontario. Indigenous people continue 
to care for this land, and they continue to shape Ontario.  
Hundreds of years after the first treaties were signed, they are still 
relevant today.”
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Purpose of PIC No. 2
MTO is conducting a Planning, Preliminary Design and Class 

Environmental Assessment (Class EA) Study for a 9.2 km section 

of Highway 61 from 0.5 km south of Arthur Street to 0.5 km south 

of Loch Lomond Road. The Study will define an operational 

improvement plan to address the needs of the short-term and 

long-term planning periods. At this time, improvements to this 

section of Highway 61 are not programmed for construction.

This PIC will present:

• The comments from PIC No.1 held October 4, 2021;

• Interchange alternatives and evaluation; 

• Transition alternatives from Part A to Part B

• Part B cross section alternatives and evaluation;

• Part B Cavar Road/Loch Lomond Road/  20th Sideroad/ 

Mountain Road intersection alternatives and evaluation; 

• Technically preferred alternatives; and

• Next Steps.

• The Analysis and Evaluation Report is available for review on 

the Resource Table.
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Project History
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Task Date 

Project Start-Up Meeting October 2017

Study Design Report November 2017

Information Gathering November 2017 

Study Commencement Notice November 2017

Community Cafe Meetings (Public and Fort William First 

Nation) 

January 2018

Environmental Inventories: 

Natural Environment, Archaeology, Fisheries, Land Use, 

Business Impacts

Spring 2018

Preliminary Traffic Assessment Winter/Spring 2018

Study Pause Spring 2018 – Summer 2021

Public Information Centre (PIC) No. 1 Fall 2021

Technical Investigations:  Traffic, Geotechnical Summer/Fall 2021

Assessment of Alternatives to the Undertaking Winter 2021

Development, Analysis and Evaluation of Design Alternatives Summer/Fall 2021 

Selection of Technically Preferred Alternative (TPA) Fall/Winter 2021

Public Information Centre (PIC) No. 2 Fall 2023



Study Process

This project is being conducted in 

accordance with the requirements of the 

Ministry of Transportation (MTO) Class 

Environmental Assessment for 

Provincial Transportation Facilities 

(2000) for a Group B project.
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WE ARE 

HERE



Benefits of the Project
The following are the benefits of the Project:

• Improved highway safety;

• Improved level of service for traffic operations;

• Accommodating both an international travel route to the USA and local travel within the City;

• Define a plan for roadways, bridges and utilities;

• Accommodating all modes of travel.

• Support future area growth;

• Support the Thunder Bay International Airport;

• Support the Fort William First Nation;

• Designing an appropriate transition from the freeway to the highway south of Chippewa Road; and

• Implementation can be staged to reduce the overall cost of the project.
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Existing Conditions/Constraints

Congestion during peak periods

Kaministiquia River Bridge

Limitations of the James Street Bridge 

Accommodating all modes

Existing businesses

Major industrial development

Geometric Deficiencies

Accommodating truck traffic



Public Information Centre No. 1
• An online PIC was held from October 4, 2021 to October 18, 2021.  A live virtual meeting was held on October 6, 

2021.

• Approximately 15 people attended the meeting; and

• 20 comments were received during the two week period.

• Written comments received during the PIC included:

• General support for improvements to Highway 61;

• Opposition to spending tax dollars on this project;

• Opposition to roundabouts;

• Support for maintaining higher speeds on the highway south of Chippewa Road;

• Support for a 4-lane cross section;

• Need to consider active transportation along the corridor (north of Chippewa Road) not on the James Street 
Bridge;

• Support for an interchange at Broadway Avenue/Highway 61;

• Concern for clearing snow at driveways along Highway 61; and

• Future development on 20th Sideroad is accommodating EA alternatives. 

• No new alternatives were identified;

• No comments were received that changed the analysis and evaluation of Alternatives to the Undertaking (no one 
proposed that a New Corridor be considered); and

• No comments received on the Study Design.
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Evaluation of Preliminary Design 
Alternatives and Evaluation Process

The evaluation methodology used to evaluate the Highway 61 alternatives compares 

the effects and performance of the alternatives. The evaluation considers the 

advantages and disadvantages of each of the alternatives using the evaluation criteria 

as descriptors to measure the relative differences of the alternatives being considered. 

These evaluations have considered preliminary transportation, natural, social, and 

physical elements in the Study Area. The results and a description of the Technically 

Preferred Alternative (TPA) are described on the following exhibits.
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Princess Street/Neebing Avenue Interchange Alternatives

Eight (8) preliminary design alternatives were carried forward from the coarse screening 

for detailed evaluation for the interchange connection at Princess Street/Neebing 

Avenue.
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Network Connectivity (Princess Street to Chippewa Road) - Alternatives
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Three alternatives were carried forward following the coarse screening review for the network connection

between Princess Street and Chippewa Road.





Chippewa Road Interchange
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Five (5) alternatives were evaluated for the interchange connection at Chippewa Road.





Chippewa Road - Interim Intersection Operational Improvements

Two intersection improvements were evaluated for the intersection connection at Highway 61.  

Both alternatives were carried forward.  
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Part B - Chippewa Road to 0.5 km south of Loch Lomond Road
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Highway 61 

Chippewa Road 

Transition Part 

A to Part B Six 

alternatives were 

evaluated for the 

transition. 





Loch Lomond 
Road / Cavar Road 
and Mountain 
Road / 20th Side 
Road Intersection

Eight alternatives were 

compared for the for the Loch 

Lomond Road / Cavar Road 

and Mountain Road / 20th 

Side Road intersections on 

Highway 61 in Part B. 
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Highway 61 
Part A Technically Preferred Plan



Highway 61 
Part B Technically Preferred Plan



Next Steps
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• Review public input received from this PIC No. 2 and address any questions and 

concerns.

• Prepare a Recommended Plan based on comments received.

• Hold PIC No. 3 to present the Recommended Plan  including the environmental effects 

and proposed mitigation measures for public information and opportunity to comment.

• Prepare a Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR) documenting the 

Recommended Plan, alternatives development and evaluation/selection, and the 

environmental effects and proposed mitigation measures.  Conduct a 30-day public 

comment period of the TESR.

Schedule
Task Date 

Develop Preferred Preliminary Design and Mitigation Plan Fall/Winter 2023

Public Information Centre (PIC) No. 3 Spring 2024

Transportation Environmental Study Report and Notice of Study Submission Summer/Fall 2024

Public Comment Period Fall 2024



• Request that your name/e-mail be added to the mailing list;

• Check the project website at www.mtohighway61.com; and

• Contact MTO or consultant representatives at any time:

Thank you for your participation in this online Public Information Centre. Your input into this 

study is valued and appreciated. Please provide your comments to Steve Taylor or 

Kevin Saunders (see above) before October 19, 2023. All information is collected and 

used in accordance with the Environmental Assessment Act and the Freedom of Information 

and Protection of Privacy Act, with the exception of personal information, will become part of

the public record.

How You Can Remain Involved in the Study?
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http://www.mtohighway61.com/
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